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Soil & Water Conservation District
Elections
Sherman County SWCD has openings for two board members coming up in November elections. We have an At Large opening and Zone 3 (south end of county) opening. If interested please contact the office. Election applications will be made available in July. This is a great way to get your input in to projects that are happening
around the county. We meet once a month for board meetings. At-large director
must reside in the boundaries of the conservation district and be a registered voter.
The Zone director must

Option 1: own or manage 10 or more acres of land in the district, be involved in
the active management of the property, reside within the boundaries of the
district and be a registered voter.



Option 2: reside within the zone that is represented, has served at least one
year as director or associate director of a district, has a conservation plan approved by the district board and be a registered voter. Contact Tawnya Williams 541-565-3216 ext 101 or email tawnya.williams@oacd.org.
Guzzler Repair

Do you have any guzzlers on your property in need of some upkeep? Currently
ODFW have materials to be used to replace/repair damaged or broken guzzlers at
no cost to you! Feel free to contact Scott Susi at the SWCD for more information at
541-565-3216 ext. 110

Quote of the Quarter:
"I had rather be on my farm than be emperor of the world"
- George Washington
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Sherman County Area Watersheds Council


The next Council Business Meeting will be held September 13th, 2016
8:AM at the SWCD office.
Conservation Awareness Program Outreach
The Conservation Awareness Program (CAP) came to a close for the
year on June 2, 2016 at our 2nd annual Cottonwood Field Day. The K
-6th grade classes participated in various sessions consisting of: a
survey for the year, outdoor cooking related to Ag, enviroscape –
learning about watershed contamination, big horn sheep, pelt/bone
kit, and creating a healthy watershed collage. The day went great
and the conservation staff had such a great year with the students .
We are excited to kick it off again at the beginning of the school year
learning about trees and our environment

Important Dates:

August 1: County Committee
(COC) Nomination Forms must
be Postmarked or Received at
Sherman County FSA Office by
8/1. COC Nomination forms for
the 2016 election available on
line or at the local FSA office.
North Sherman County area
(LAA 1) is up for nomination/
election this year.
August 18: Sherman County
COC meeting 9:00 AM at FSA
office in Moro

September 2: Last date to
sign your new or re-enrolled
CRP contracts and conservation plans for 2016.

Farm Service Agency (FSA)
FSA County Committee Nomination Period Open Until Aug 1
The nomination period for Oregon's FSA County Committees began on June 15, 2016.
Nomination forms must be postmarked or received in the Sherman FSA County Office by close of business on Aug. 1, 2016.
The north Sherman County area (LAA 1), north of Baseline Rd, is up for nomination this
year. To become a nominee, eligible individuals must sign form FSA-669A. The form and
more information about county committee elections is available online
at: www.fsa.usda.gov/elections, or from the Sherman FSA County Office. Producers may
nominate themselves or others as candidates. Organizations representing minority and
women farmers and ranchers may also nominate candidates.
For more information about county committees, please contact the Sherman County FSA
office at 302 Scott St. in Moro, or call 541.565.3551 ext 2.
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Oregon Department of Agriculture (ODA)
The purpose of the Agriculture Water Quality Compliance Program is to prevent and
control water pollution from agriculture activities, and to help achieve water quality
standards. The Oregon Department of Agriculture (ODA) conducts investigations to
determine compliance with the rules. Since the start of the program in 1998 through
2015, ODA has initiated a total of 768 compliance investigations on agriculture lands,
resulting in 768 compliance actions. In 2014, ODA ran two pilot tests for the Strategic
Implementation Area (SIA) initiative.

BUSINESS
OWNERS!!!!
Are you interested in
showcasing your business cards in our
newsletter? Advertisements are $20 per
issue or $75 for the
year! Issues are dispersed quarterly. For
those of you who previously advertised, if
you haven’t renewed
don’t get left out! Call
our office today!

Advertisements
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~ Board & Staff ~

~ Calendar Of Events ~
1. September 5, 2016—Labor Day—Office Closed

Sherman County SWCD Board of Directors
Gary Irzyk, Chair

2. September 13, 2016—Council Meeting to be held @ the SWCD
office—8am—Date & time subject to change

Brad Eakin, Vice Chair

3. September 13, 2016—SWCD meeting to be held @ the SWCD
office—8:30am—Date & time subject to change

Jesse Stutzman, Secretary

4. October 10, 2016—Columbus Day—Office Closed

Kyle Blagg, Treasurer
Trevor Fields, Member
SWCD Staff

5. October 11, 2016—Council Meeting to be held @ the SWCD
office—8am—Date & time subject to change

Tawnya Williams, Office Manager

6. October 11, 2016—SWCD meeting to be held @ the SWCD office— 830am—Date & time subject to change

Scott Susi, Conservation Technician

7. October 31, 2016—Halloween!!!

Kayla von Borstel, Watershed Council Coordinator
NRCS Staff
Kristie Coelsch, District Conservationist
Gina Vanderbush, Soil Conservationist

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status,
familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all
prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 7953272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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Yellow starthistle
Centaurea solstitialis

Other common names: golden starthistle, St.
Barnaby’s thistle, yellow cockspur

USDA symbol: YEST
ODA rating: B

Photos by (above left) Idaho Weed Awareness.net , (above right)
tcrcd.net, (bottom right) uwyo.edu

Introduction: Yellow starthistle, Centaurea solstitialis, is native to Eurasia
and was introduced to California around 1850 via South America. It is
now common throughout the west in open areas, roadsides, rangeland,
wildlands, hay fields, pastures, and waste areas. Recent reports indicate
that yellow starthistle infests between 10 and 15 million acres in
California(courtesy UC IPM Online). Tens of thousands of acres are
present in southwestern Oregon. Disturbances created by cultivation,
poorly timed mowing, road building and maintenance, or overgrazing
favor this rapid colonizer. It forms dense infestations and rapidly
depletes soil moisture, thus preventing the establishment of other species.
Description: Yellow starthistle is a gray-green to blue-green plant with a deep, vigorous taproot. It produces bright, thistle
like yellow flowers with sharp spines surrounding the base. Yellow starthistle grows to heights varying from 6 inches to 5
feet. The stems of mature plants are rigid, spreading, and typically branching from the base in open areas. Stems and
leaves are covered with a loose, cottony wool that gives them a whitish appearance. Stems appear winged due to leaf
bases that extend beyond the nodes. Basal leaves are 2 to 3 inches long and deeply lobed. Upper leaves are short (0.5 to
1 inch long) and narrow with few lobes. (courtesy UC IPM Online)
Impacts: The economic losses in grazing areas can be huge. Yellow starthistle can completely displace desirable forage
species in warm, semiarid environments. Opportunities for bird hunting have been impacted in Idaho due to the thick stands
of starthistle. Significant resources are directed towards yellow starthistle each year to contain infestations.
Biological controls: Multiple biological control agents are established in Oregon. There are 3 weevils (Bud weevilBangasternus orientalis, Hairy weevil, Eustenopus villosus, Flower weevil, Larinus curtus) a gall fly (Urophora sirunaseva) ,
and a rust have provided significant control in some regions, reducing the need for chemical control programs.
Chemical Control: Several selective herbicides are available. Residual chemicals are preferred due to the long germination
period. Contact your local weed control supervisor or chemical consultant for specific recommendations.

Photos by (above) Oregon Department of
Agriculture , (below) uwyo.edu

* Note: The map shows Sherman County widespread for Yellowstar,
however the majority of the concentration is in the Northern half of the
County

Distribution: Yellow starthistle is highly adapted to our local
climate conditions. It invades and dominates the annual grasslands
common to our region. The plant uses every chance it can to get
ahead. Yellow starthistle assaults and dominates south slopes and
disturbed sites. In the absence of competitive perennial
vegetation, yellow starthistle forms dense stand on vacant lots,
pastures and roadsides.

For more information
go to please
www.oregon.gov/ODA/programs/Weeds/Pages/
For moreplease
information
go to www.oregon.gov/ODA/programs/Weeds/Pages/Default.aspx or http://
Default.aspx or http://extension.oregonstate.edu/umatilla/cereals/weeds/
extension.oregonstate.edu/umatilla/cereals/weeds/yellow_starthistle
yellow_starthistle

