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f you’ve driven across Sherman County’s borders within
the last month you may have noticed something new, if
not you may want to look a bit harder next time.

With help of volunteers from the Mobley Fencing Company, the District recently put up five road signs welcoming travelers to the Sherman County Soil and Water Conservation District.
The signs, located in the following places, are part of an ongoing educational effort to increase public
awareness of conservation efforts being accomplished within Sherman County:

Location: Highway 206 at the
John Day River

Location: Highway 216 at Shears Bridge

Location: Highway 97 at the border of
Sherman and Wasco Counties.
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Location: Scott Canyon Road in Rufus
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Sherman SWCD Board Highlights
March 13, 2007
WATERSHED UPDATES

South Sherman County – Joli and Brian will be doing water
quality monitoring in Macks Canyon on March 15th.
Pine Hollow/Jackknife – The Redd count survey will be
done in cooperation with ODFW on April 10th and will
cover part of Pine Creek and Mobley’s. Funding decisions
will be finalized by OWEB this week for the Assessment
Grant and the Restoration Grant. BPA cost share funding
may be available for one year. They have projected approximately $18,000 will be allowed for cost sharing watershed
restoration projects. A contract has not been received yet.
Grass Valley Canyon – OWEB grant 205-057 is being completed this spring. The Technical Assistance Grant request
was revised and will be resubmitted this spring.
North Sherman County – OWEB grant 99-552 4th year
monitoring report was completed. OWEB grant 205-056 is
being completed this spring.
Grant Updates – The Noxious Weed Grant submitted to
ODA was not funded but they suggested that it be resubmitted. The OWEB small grant portion of the noxious
weed grant was funded so all participants will receive one
box of bugs. Joli is currently working on a cropland structure grant that must be submitted by April 23rd.
Annual Meeting Review – Everyone felt that the meeting
was successful and well attended. The guest speaker challenged community members to come up with a project that
could possibly include Gilliam and Wheeler Counties that
would encourage economic growth and stability in Sherman
County.
New 4-wheel drive vehicle – Brian reported that the 1995
Dodge is running well. He requested floor mats and racks.
He would like to build the racks. The board gave their permission for both.

tracts in Sherman County. After Hours meetings were fairly
well attended. The one private session had better attendance
than the 2 public sessions. Kristie is working with the District on a new Contribution Agreement. Kristie, Jason and
Brian have been working with Biglow Wind Project participants regarding the redesign of conservation structures that
will be altered during tower construction. Biglow Wind has
hired Tenneson Engineering to complete designs for any
altered structures. The board reported their volunteer
hours to Kristie.
AGENCY REPORTS

ODFW – Keith Kohl reported that the state is updating and
developing wildlife management plans. They will be assisted
by Oregon State University for the Lower Deschutes Plan.
Projects for the Access & Habitat program would be welcomed. They are doing the annual census of deer, elk and
sheep by helicopter this week. He reported that they have
moved some sheep from the Deschutes and the John Day
to French Glenn. We also discussed the mountain goat that
is currently living along the Columbia River.
FSA – Kevin thanked the SWCD for inviting FSA to participate in the “Conservation After Hours” sessions. He
reported that the county currently has 8,100 acres enrolled
in CREP which brings in approximately $400,000 in payments.
County Court – Gary Thompson updated the District on
the wind turbine projects and the Strategic Investment Plan.
The effect of wind tower construction on county roads was
discussed.
OTHER BUSINESS

Conservation Award – A recipient of the award will be chosen by the June meeting. The award will be presented at our
annual meeting. An award called “the extra mile” was also
suggested.

Wy’east RC&D – The next meeting is scheduled for March
22 at the sheriff’s office in Madras. Gary is planning to attend with Jessa. He will present the boards points of concern regarding the RC&D council. The board would like to
develop a better working relationship with the RC&D.

NEW BUSINESS

OACD Big Board meeting – This meeting will be scheduled
for late April in Bend. Gary volunteered to attend.

Stewardship Week – This year Stewardship Week is April 29
to May 6. The theme is “Today is the Day to be a part of
Conservation’s Power”. Joli has sent information out to the
teachers.
NRCS REPORT

EQIP funding is currently being provided for eleven con-

NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on April 10, 2007 at 6:30 PM.
ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 10:10 AM.
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EQIP Update
The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) is a
voluntary conservation program that provides assistance to
agricultural producers in a manner that will promote agricultural production and environmental quality as compatible
goals and optimize environmental benefits.
In Fiscal Year 2007 we have funded 12 contracts that total
approximately $224,000. Practices that were funded in
Sherman County include but are not limited to: livestock
cross fencing, livestock water development, terraces, water
and sediment control basins, grassed waterways, direct seed
and crop rotation to break pest cycles.
If you are interested in signing up for this program, please
contact Kristie Coelsch at NRCS (565-3551 ext. 102).

USDA’S 2007 FARM BILL PROPOSAL
Fact Sheet: A Commitment to Rural America
The Administration's 2007 farm bill proposals represent a reformminded and fiscally responsible approach to supporting America's
farmers and ranchers. While the current law has served its purpose, the time has come to move forward with a farm program
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that is market-oriented and considers more than commodity
prices alone when determining the appropriate level of government support. The proposals continue this Administration's commitment to increase conservation programs that protect our natural resources and focus support on renewable energy that will help
to lead us to the President's goal of reducing annual gasoline use
by 20 percent in ten years.
The Administration's Proposals Reform Commodity Payment Programs By:

•

Converting The Current Price-Based Countercyclical
Program To A Revenue-Based Program That Is Responsive
To Actual Conditions And Provides A Strong Safety Net.
Under a price-based program, farmers who experience crop loss
are often under-compensated while those with high production
tend to be over-compensated. This new revenue program will
factor in U.S. crop yield when determining crop payments to better target support.

•

Reforming And Modernizing The Marketing Assistance
Loan Program For Program Commodities. The current law
provides loan rates or price floors for corn, wheat, cotton, rice,
soybeans, and other major crops. These price floors are set in law
at high levels which have encouraged production and resulted in
lower market prices. The proposals set loan rates for each commodity at 85 percent of the 5-year Olympic average (average of
last five years excluding the high and low year). This change minimizes market distortions and encourages farmers to plant crops
based on market prices instead of the level of subsidy payment.
(Continued on page 5)

Today is the Day
to be a part of

CONSERVATION’S POWER
Join In!
Sherman County SWCD encourages you to think about
your personal responsibility to be a good steward of the
natural resources, including energy during its annual Stewardship week celebration. The National Association of
Conservation Districts (NACD) has proclaimed April 29 to
May 6, 2007 as Stewardship Week with the theme Conservation’s Power.
Think about the energy you use everyday. Does it come
from renewable or non-renewable energy sources? Over
92% of energy used today comes from nonrenewable resources such as petroleum, natural gas, coal, and uranium.
Only a small fraction of the energy we use comes from renewable sources. Is this good stewardship?
What can we do? Take the time to learn about energy efficiency (using less energy to perform the same function),
energy conservation, and renewable energy. Then put what

you learn into practice. Efficiency and conservation are key components of energy sustainability. Simply put, we need to meet today’s energy needs while allowing our children to meet tomorrow's.
For information about Stewardship Week and conservation,
contact the Sherman County SWCD at 565-3551 or visit
our website at http://www.sherman.oacd.org. You can
visit www.stewardship.nacdnet.org to learn more about
NACD and Stewardship Week.
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OWEB Small Grants are a HUGE Success in Sherman County
As the 2005—2007 OWEB Biennium is
winding down we like to look back at the
success achieved by Sherman County landowners at implementing conservation projects with funding from the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board’s Small Grant
Program.

•
•

6,350 feet of pasture cross fence
11 containers of bio-control agents for
weed control

These impressive numbers reflect the hard
work that the District, landowners, and
Watershed Councils put forth to contribute to the Oregon Plan for Salmon and

Watersheds.
Funding for the Small Grant 2007—2009
Biennium will be decided at OWEB’s May
15 –16 meeting in Salem. OWEB intends
to continue with the Small Grant Program
but must have the Board’s approval and
should know mid - May.

Each Biennium OWEB allocates
$66,660 to Sherman County for
use in the Small Grant Program.
The SWCD was successful in
securing 22 small grants that
totaled $66,010 in funding for
local landowners to implement:
•
•
•
•
•
•

55 cropland WASCBs
34,693 feet of level terrace
17,150 feet of gradient terrace
100 acres of brush management
1 acre of grass waterway
2 rangeland WASCBs

If you are interested in participating in the Small Grant Program in the future, contact Joli at
the Moro Field Office. Remember, the funding is allocated on a
first-come-first-served basis.
By committing “small acts of
kindness” on your property for
the benefit of water quality, water quantity, and fish and wildlife, you can make a difference!
Rangeland WASCBs can protect a large watershed - anywhere from
30 to 3,000 acres - from erosion and downstream sedimentation.

District Receives Funding for
Future Restoration and Assessment Work
This Spring, OWEB approved funding for
a livestock management Restoration
Grant and a Watershed Assessment Grant
to be implemented in the Pine Hollow/
Jackknife Watershed.
The restoration grant, totaling over
$92,000, focuses on implementing behavior modifying tools –such as off stream
livestock water developments, pasture
cross fencing, brush management, range
reseeding, and rangeland WASCBs—to
achieve more efficient livestock management strategies.
The Pine Hollow/Jackknife Watershed
Assessment will identify key resource issues and values within the watershed,
evaluate the physical, biological, and eco-

logical processes affecting the resources,
and highlight the concerns and opportunities needed to shape a
watershed action plan
for future conservation
work. The Pine Hollow/Jackknife Watershed Council along
with partnerships from A Solar Well Livestock Watering Development, provides an offSherman County
stream watering source in the uplands allowing for better distribution
SWCD, Wasco County of livestock and wildlife which will improve rangeland health. .
SWCD, Oregon State
University Extension
Service, Oregon Department of EnvironGTN, BLM, NRCS, and Sherman County
mental Quality, Oregon Department of
will be involved in the completion of the
Fish and Wildlife Service, TransCanada
assessment.
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Sherman County Experiment

Station Weather Statistics

FEBRUARY WEATHER STATS

MARCH WEATHER STATS

•

Total precipitation for February 2007 was .78” which is .33”
below normal.

•

The precipitation for the crop year is 8.09” which is .68”
above normal.

•

The highest air temperatures was

•

The lowest air temperature was 17◦ on the 2nd.

•

Long time air temperature averages indicate we can expect
57◦ and 10◦ .

•

The average air temperature for the month was 37.4◦ .

•

4” soil temperature ranged from 49◦ to 31◦ .

•

The average windspeed of 2.9 MPH is .8 below normal.

62◦ on

the

18th.

(Continued from page 3)

•

Tightening Payment Limits And Working To Close
Payment Loopholes. Under current law, farmers use the threeentity rule to establish corporations and other entities, which allow the amount of payments received to exceed statutory limits.
These proposals eliminate the three-entity rule and tie payments
to an individual. This plan also sets the subsidy payment limit for
individuals at a total of $360,000.
To receive commodity payments, producers must also meet a

•

Precipitation for March was .66” which is .36” below normal

•

Total precipitation for the crop year is 8.75” which is .32”
above normal.

•

The highest air temperature was 73◦ on the 12th.

•

The lowest air temperature was 23◦ on the 10th.

•

Long time air temperature averages indicate we could expect
66◦ and 20◦.

•

The average air temperature for the month was 44.4◦.

•

The longterm average air temperature for March is 41.5◦.

•

4” soil temperature ranged from 61◦ to 37◦.

•

The average windspeed of 3.6 mph is .7 below normal.

limit on Adjusted Gross Income (AGI), which includes wages and
other income minus farm expenses and depreciation. This plan
reduces the AGI limit of $2.5 million to a new limit of $200,000.
If a producer has an annual adjusted gross income of $200,000 or
more, that individual would no longer be eligible for commodity
payments. Internal Revenue Service (IRS) data for 2004 indicate
that 97.7 percent of all American tax filers have an AGI under
$200,000.
For more information and to monitor the progress of the 2007
Farm Bill go to www.usda.gov/farmbill.

Odds –N– Ends
Crop Hops Scheduled for May 22
The Sherman County and Wasco County Crop Hops are scheduled for May 22.
Wasco County’s Crop Tour, from 8:00am to 12:30pm will focus
on sprayer and fertilizer Overlap Reduction Technology and information on the emerging biofuels industry in Oregon. Field
Day participants are asked to meet at 7:45am at The Dalles Auction Yard to caravan out to the first stop.
The Sherman County Crop Hop will start in Grass Valley and
head south from there. For more information contact the OSU
Extension Office at 565-3230.

Solicitation for Photos
Are you an aspiring artist? Would you like to
see your photograph immortalized on a large
sign? If so, we need you! The District is
designing a sign to be placed on the outside of the Moro Field
Office welcoming people to the Conservation Office. Your photograph could be the backdrop to this beautiful sign. Keep in
mind when you are hunting for that perfect shot, that we are
looking for a picture that depicts the true splendor of Sherman
County. Historical farming photos are also welcome. Bring your
photos by the office either as hard copies or in digital form.

Sherman County SWCD Board of Directors

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
April
10

SWCD Board Meeting, 6:30 pm

23

OWEB Grant Deadline

May
1

Stewardship Week Begins

8

SWCD Board Meeting, Time TBA

22

Wasco/Sherman County Crop Tour

Bill Martin, Chairman
Kyle Blagg, Vice Chair
Brad Eakin, Secretary
Tracy Fields, Treasurer
Gary Irzyk, Member
SWCD Staff
Krista Coelsch, District Coordinator
Joli Munkers, Watershed Coordinator
Brian Stradley, District Technician
Jason Faucera, District Technician
Jessa Irzyk, CRP Technician
NRCS Staff
Krisitie Coelsch, District Conservationist
Mary Beth Smith, Basin Resource
Conservationist

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its
programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender,
religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation or marital or
family status. The USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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